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A lot of people in modern society can't do without this.
This, often called an idiot box, has become a 'third parent’
to our children and a ‘second spouse’ to our wives and
husbands. Indeed, in some homes the children and the
parents spend more time with this than each other. It is
very serious that this takes up too much of our time and
attention.

*spouse : B9t

A French soldier, Charles Babier invented a system of
night-reading. The system was difficult, but it gave Louis
an idea. He made the system easier so that the blind could

use it to read books. When he was fifteen, his new system

was ready! Now he wanted blind schools to use this
system, but the schools did not want it. Two years after he

died, the blind schools began to use this system. Today it is
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used for all languages, and for math, science, writing

music, and computers for the blind.

It was the worst day for Sally today. Everything seemed
to go wrong. Her clock didn't wake her up on time in the
morning. She skipped her breakfast and hurried out to her
car. But the car keys were missing. She looked all over the
house. She turned everything upside down. At last, she
found them under the table. To make it worse, she was
caught in the heavy traffic. It took almost 2 hours to get to

work.

ry, who was a very good cook and often made wonderful cakes. The ct

My ten—year—old son Andrew had a hard time with his
painful tooth. So we went to a dentist's office to have it
pulled out. He looked a bit nervous. Entering the room, the
dentist asked, "Well, Andrew, which one is the
troublemaker?" Without hesitation, Andrew replied, "My
brother. He is two years younger. He sometimes takes my

toys away."

ildren could smell them as they were baked. "How can we

get some cake?" Daniel said to Lisa. ‘T know what we

can do," Lisa said. The children went to the front door
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of Mrs. Berry's house. The girl knocked on the door.

When Mrs. Berry opened it, the girl said, "Hello, will
you play with us?" Mrs, Berry laughed. "All right," she
said. "What game do you want to play?" "We want to
day, Larry can¥to the houst SitHth& B RS et B plut it on her chair, Maria thought it was a cute trick. So she
keeper who feeds us.’ gave Larry a special treat. The next day, Maria went
to sit down. There were ten newspapers on her chair.

Then she saw Larry wagging his tail. He had gone to
all the houses on the block. He had taken the

newspapers from the doors and brought them home.

es not h: is Reykjavik, Iceland. Reykjavik d t h
es not have any smog is Reykjavik, Iceland. Reykjavik does not have He wanted

smog because it has very little smoke. In Reykjavik,
most homes, offices, and factories do not have to burn
things to get heat. They use the steam and hot water
from many hot springs in the city. The water from
these hot springs is piped to buildings, swimming
pools, and even to farms to keep the plants warm.
Reykjavik is not only a beautiful city — it is also a
city.

e somebody by asking, "Are you a human or a mouse?" It means that
you think he has no courage. You can also say,
"Everybody was as quiet as a mouse until the end of
the examination. Then they made a noise like
elephants.” Elephants are often thought to be very
noisy, but people also often say, "Elephants never
forget." English people tend to imagine that elephants
have 241
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My wife and [ are over sixty, living on a small income. Our neighbors,

who are younger and making a better living, keep asking to borrow our
truck. This is O.K. with us. However, the problem is that the gas tank is
always empty when they return it. The least they could do is to fill the

tank, isnt it? My wife always tells me to be patient, but I don't know how _
was full ofwere dressed in colorful clothes.who looked

much longer [ can hold my tongue.
like a KoreanTo my surprisewhy did he look so much like a

Korean.

Nature might be a strong focus for you today. Try to

There was a fire at a gas station yesterday. A worker spilled spend as much of your day outside. Take a long walk in the

some oil on the floor. He then lit a cigarette and dropped it into park and get lost in your thoughts. Itll make you feel much

the oil by mistake. The oil caught fire immediately. Soon the o
better. Buy a plant for your house or your garden. It1l give

flames spread to other parts of the workshop. When the fire

, o , oo ou a strong sense of satisfaction.
department arrived, the whole building was burning. Six fire y &

trucks and twenty fire fighters took three hours to put out the

fire. No one was hurt but the building was completely destroyed.

mericans seldom take a bath. They soap and rinse off under the shower| The English always take a bath. First, they sit in a bathtub
full of warm water. Then they soap themselves, and
finally, they rinse off the soap, all in the same water.
The Japanese, on the other hand, first wash with soap
in the shower. Then they go and sit in a bathtub full of

warm water for twenty minutes or more, Later, others

In the United States, there (A) four main ways

to travel: by bus, by car, by train and by plane. (B)

by bus is cheap. A bus usually stops to pick

in the family use the same water to sit and relax in. [2

up people in every city and town. But some buses stop only
]
in the big cities. For example, it is possible to go from ]

New York to Boston without ©
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“busy street. Many cars use it every day. Squirrels were being killed as they tried to cross
the street. Mr. Peters built a bridge for the squirrels — one that would
pass above the traffic. For years now, the squirrels have been able to

cross safely from one side of the street to the other.

 do and not expensive? Then walking may be for you. Walking may nof

e even more useful to you. Because it helps make your social activities

€asy —often saves you much time and trouble. The letter you write
is your personal representative, It takes your place when you cannot
be there. It goes to the hospital to cheer a sick friend. Letters can be
*

one of the most powerful influences in your life,

representative © TJ2]<!

seem interesting, but it can be. When you walk, you move

slowly, so you can see the world around you. Walking
is great because you can do it anytime and anywhere,
In addition, you dont need any equipment. If you
have a good pair of shoes, you are ready to go.
Moreover, you can enjoy it with friends. You also
don't worry about winning or losing. Just getting there

is enough. * equipment : H]

Tom was on vacation with his father. They were driving to a
national forest in the mountains. They had to cross a very hot,
dry desert on their way to the mountains. Their car didn't have
air conditioning, and the temperature was over 39°C. Every five
minutes Tom asked, "Are we almost there?" His father answered,
"No, a few more hours." Then their car broke down. It simply
stopped there in the desert. They were hundreds of kilometers
from houses, gas stations, or people. They were hot, thirsty, and

tired.

My brother is just a year older than I am. We have a lot of
things in common. First of all, we look alike. I am 171
centimeters tall, and so is he. I have straight black hair and dark
brown eyes, and so does he. We share many of the same

interests, too. I love to play soccer, and he does, too. Both of us
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swim every day, but [ can't dive, and neither can he. Sometimes,

however, being so similar has its problems.




1e plump because large women are thought to be beautiful, while skinny

its more important to know that children have different social needs. Fq

]

)

Camping in wilderness areas can be dangerous, so you
must be prepared. You should learn about the area before
you go there. You must be in good health, and you must
have the right clothing and equipment. What if there is a
storm? What if you get lost? For possible emergencies of
this kind, you should bring extra food and water, a map,
and a compass. Careful planning is the key to a safe and
successful wilderness trip.

* emergency : H|/FALE]

e was twelve, she had already decided on a career.

ot long afterward, she got her first radio

job.

r ones are regarded as ugly. In other countries, on the other

hand, a fat person is thought to be unattractive, so
men and women eat little and try to remain slim, In
many parts of the world, people lie in the sun for

hours to darken their skin, while in other places light,

soft skin is seen as attractive.

r instance, not every child needs a lot of friends. For some

kids, one or two friends could be enough. Take 12-
year—old Sarah, a smart girl who loves to play the
piano and the violin. When she isnt playing, she
spends time with only one close friend. Her mother
says, 1 used to try to get her to make more friends, but
finally I learned that her needs are different from other
children’s." [2 4]









