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The very idea of democracy has changed significantly from the ancient Greek direct
democracies to the dominant form of liberal representative democracy existing today in most
of the modern nation-states. While in ancient Greece laws and important decisions were
debated and voted on by an assembly comprised of every single citizen, the modern liberal
democracies are based on the political representation. Ancient democracies were little
city-states like Athens that allowed only a few thousand of their people to be @ “citizens”,
making it possible for the entire voting population to be gathered in one place while leaving
the labor in the hands of the slaves and women. For modern nation-states with universal
suffrage, ®this is impractical. Modern democracies with mass electorates are all
representative democracies in which elected politicians make decisions on behalf of the

people, rather than the people making decisions directly. ©In many modern nation-states,

however, the distinction between the two forms of democracy is not always clear-cut.

Representative democracy has co-existed well with direct democracy: there are interactions
between both forms of democratic decision-making. A good example of this can be found in

Switzerland where by calling a federal referendum®, a group of citizens may challenge a law
passed by Parliament.

* referendum: =053
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