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Teacher: The painting we're going to look at is more clearly surreal and complicated. It's called Golconda and Magritte
completed it in 1953. What is the first thing you notice when you look at this painting?

Student A: My attention goes to the men in the sky. They make it look like a dream.

Teacher: That's what most people notice first. Some people view them as falling to the ground like rain, while others
imagine them floating. Since Magritte didn't include any sign of movement, he left it to the viewer to decide.
Either way, what makes the painting surreal is that men cannot be in the sky against gravity like this. However,
these aren’t real men. They are only the images of men, so Magritte wanted to show that images don't have to
follow any rules of the real world.

Student B: It also seems unrealistic that all the men look the same. They are all dressed in dark overcoats and hats. Why

did Magritte paint them all like that?

Teacher: Some people believe Magritte did this to show how people in modern society are losing their individuality. He
believed people like businessmen and bankers were getting lost in the crowds of people all living the same kind
of life. In this and other works, René Magritte tried to make fun of this kind of society. Through his works of art
and these kinds of ideas behind them, René Magritte had a great influence not only on the art of other artists,
but also on graphic design, movies, magazines, and even TV commercials. He challenged the common views of
what’s real and unreal by presenting regular things in an unusual way. He wanted people to question what they
see and think about art and the world around them from different points of view. Therefore, there is no single
correct way to interpret his printings. It's up to you to decide what you see.
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