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The first use in American literature of the concept of immigrants "melting” into the receiving culture are found in the writings of J. Hector St.
John de Crevecoeur. In his Letters from an American Farmer(1782) Crevecoeur writes, in response to his own question, "What then is the
American, this new man?” that the American is one who "leaving behind him all his ancient prejudices and manners, receives new ones from the
new mode of life he has embraced, the government he obeys, and the new rank he holds. He becomes an American by being received in the broad
lap of our great Alma Mater*. Beginning in the 1890s, large numbers of Southern and Eastern European immigrant groups such as the Italians,
Jews, and Poles arrived. Many returned to Europe but those who remained merged into the cultural melting pot, adopting American lifestyles.
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