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Lying has been viewed in two different perspectives.

According to St. Augustine and divine law, on the one hand, lying is both illegal and immoral; it
undermines relationships and the will of God. Immanuel Kant argued that because we cannot be
certain of the consequences of our actions, lying in even the most seemingly justifiable circumstances
is wrong.

On the other hand, some philosophers and historians have taken a less definitive position. They
argued that lying can be thought of as a normal part of human development and may even be
encouraged in certain situations. For example, utilitarians® have viewed lying as more or less
justifiable according to the goodness or badness of its consequences. In their viewpoint, lies that are
meant to protect others or ease their burdens are generally considered to be acceptable under
specific circumstances.

*utilitarian: 32|29 X}
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