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The funeral for my high school buddy Kevin Green is Saturday., The doctors say he died at
age 54 of multiple organ failurel., Lots of Americans would have seen Kevin — obese2 with
a huge gray beard, surviving on disability and food stamps3 — as a moocher4, They would
have been harshly judgmental: Why don't you look after your health? Why did you father
two kids outside of marriage? It reflects the delusion on the part of many affluent Ameri—
cans that those like Kevin are lazy or living cushy5 lives., A poll released that wealthy Ameri—
cans mostly agree that “poor people today have it easy because they can get government ben—
efits without doing anything in return.” But those who have the ability to understand and
share the feelings of another and fall under the umbrella of emotional intelligence could judge.
Actually, Kevin earned high school diplomas. Kevin was cheerful and astonishingly helpful,
But then the dream began to collapse. The local glove factory and feed store closed, and other
blue—collar employers cut back, Good union jobs became hard to find, For a while, Kevin had a
low—paying nonunion job working for a construction company. After that company went under,
he worked as shift manager making trailer homes. He fell in love and had twin boys. But be—
cause he and his girlfriend struggled financially, they never married, Then, about 15 years ago,
Kevin hurt his back and was laid off., Soon afterward, his girlfriend moved out, took the kids
and asked for child support. The loss of his girlfriend, kids and job was a huge blow. Kevin's
weight ballooned to 350 pounds, and he developed diabetes6 and had a couple of heart attacks.

— The New York Timeso| A A4
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