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Economic growth is almost universally considered a worthwhile goal. Ecological conservation and
cultural preservation are also accepted as important, These three large—scale systems are not inde—
pendent so one cannot focus on one goal while ignoring the other two, The ever—expanding web of
globalization and industrialization, partly caused by the expanding human population, further links
these three systems. In 1987, the term "sustainable development" was brought into common use by the
World Commission on Environment and Development, The Commission's report, Our Common Future,
defined the term as a form of development that "meets the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." Both developed and developing countries
have embraced the concept of sustainable development, but often in different ways. The shared
goal, however, is to maintain and improve the long—term welfare of both humans and ecosystems.
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