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Plato advanced an argument that a written text is no substitute for a spoken dialogue, in the
Seventh Letter. "Every man of worth, when dealing with matters of worth, will be far from
exposing them to ill feeling and misunderstanding among men by committing them to writ—
ing," he declared. He was criticizing his pupil Dionysius, the ruler of Syracus, who had written
a philosophical essay. Mere written words, Plato argued, cannot convey the flashes of insight
through which philosophical truths come to be understood. Instead, like Socrates, Plato pre—
ferred the dialectic approach of arriving at truth through dialogue: "In the course of investi—
gation and kindly testing by men who proceed by question and answer without ill will, with a
sudden flash there shines forth understanding about every problem." His pupil Aristotle believed
that "spoken words are the symbols of mental experience and written words are the symbols of
spoken words," another expression of the Greek view of the superiority of speech over writing,
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