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they meld into a new

Paul B. Paulus & Bernard A. Nijstad, Group Creativity: Innovation through Collaboration

When materials are exposed to extremely high heat in a pot,
compound. With people, the metaphor of a melting pot has long been used to explain the

<A AIE3>




phenomena of cultural integration, especially in the case of forming the United States of
America. The idea behind this metaphor was explained in 1782 by a French immigrant
named J. Hector de Crévecoeur, who envisioned America becoming a nation comprised of a
completely new race that would eventually affect change to the world scene through its
labour force and its subsequent posterity. The metaphor has persisted and exemplifies
what some Americans see as an ideal model for their country. The melting pot theory,
also referred to as cultural assimilation, revolves around the analogy that the ingredients in
the pot (people of different cultures and religions) are combined so as to lose their distinct
identities and vyield a final product of uniform consistency and flavor, which is quite
different from the original inputs. In the case of the melting pot, the aim is that all
cultures are reflected in one common culture; however, the common culture is usually the
culture of the dominant group standing out. This is akin* to having a mixed vegetable soup
with only the taste of tomato.

* akin: FFARSH &9
LeAna B. Gloor, “From the Melting Pot to the Tossed Salad Metaphor”, Hohonu (2006)
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