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You may be familiar with the parable of the Good Samaritan: A man from the ancient city
of Samaria sees another man lying on the road. Many people ignore the man and pass him
by, but the Samaritan stops to help him. He followed the Golden Rule: Do unto others as
you would have them do unto you.

But the Golden Rule is challenged on a daily basis. People in need of help should get the
support they require. Instead, others avert their eyes, turn their heads and pass by quickly.
This is known as the Bystander Effect. Diffusion of responsibility is one reason for this
effect. In their years of research, social psychologists Darley and Latdne discovered a
paradox: the greater the number of eyewitnesses became, the less each witness felt
responsible to help. The outcome is that if everyone assumes someone else will help, then
no one does. After interviewing study participants, Darley and Latadne discovered that
although their bystander subjects were by no means unsympathetic, they did not feel
personally responsible to do anything.

Some countries have designed a "Good Samaritan" doctrine to impose a legal duty on
these bystanders to render or summon help for strangers in peril. In layman’s terms, the
“Good Samaritan” doctrine makes it mandatory to at least attempt to call for help for an
individual in peril, a task most people would do unless they were under the direst™ of
situations that would prevent them from doing so.

* direst: &3] 4l74gk
- Sword and Zimbardo, “The Bystander Effect’olA A|7-43
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