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[7}] Are cheaper goods worth the price of worker abuse? Fortunately, many people are waking up to the basic
unfairness of world trade and are demanding better deals for the people who do our dirty work. This is called
“fair trade.” Fair trade sounds brilliant, but it is not without its drawbacks.

One obvious problem is that fairly traded goods can cost significantly more. Many people, especially those
struggling to get by on low incomes, cannot afford to pay the difference. If fair trade really is claiming to help
poorer people, should it not be aiming to help poorer consumers as well as poorer producers? There is also the
danger that fair trade remains a token gesture that is more about making middle—class, liberal-leaning consumers
feel less guilty. If you feel good about a bag of fair-trade coffee in your shopping bag, maybe you will not worry
that the rest of the items you purchased were produced by unfair trade practices. In addition, there is a
possibility that the term fair trade can be misused. For example, the UK Fair Trade symbol certifies only raw
materials and not finished goods. You can buy a T-shirt with such a logo made from fair-trade cotton that could,
in theory, have been made into a finished article in a sweatshop.

It is for reasons like this that some proponents of fair trade avoid using the term altogether, and promote their
products as a step towards “fairer trade.” Achieving truly fair trade means seeing the world in a different way: as a
planet of partnership and mutual prosperity rather than plunder and exploitation. Fair trade is not about paying 50

cents more for your coffee. It is about caring for your neighbors even when they're on the other side of the world.
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