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Have you heard of augmented reality? Before you answer, try to put yourself in some different situations.
Imagine yourself walking down the street with a friend, and you suddenly see a jacket you like on someone
else. You are able to look it up instantly. Feeling hungry, you drop into your favorite local hamburger shop.
A display pops up to warn you that you are in danger of consuming too much fat for the day. You are
uncertain about your choice of a cheese burger, but then decide to have it anyway. After the meal, you
walk into a coffee shop with your friend. At that moment, you find a man whom you find attractive.
Naturally, you want to know more about him. Within seconds, you get his name, the number of friends he
tweets with and even every word of his last post.

These situations are possible with an augmented reality (AR) system, one of the newest innovations in the
electronics industry. AR has been around for only twenty years. It is a technology that superimposes
graphics, audio and other virtual enhancements over a live view of the real world. This information can be
relayed to its users through either head mounted displays or handheld devices.

AR came to public notice when it was adopted in the advertising sector. The idea of user interaction
based on AR was used most efficiently in a major promotion campaign by a Swiss watch company. The idea
was that you put a dummy paper watch around your wrist, which in reality was simply a thin piece of card
with a code on the face. When held in front of the web camera, the web application displayed it on the
screen as a virtual version of the watch of your choice. You could also browse and choose the watch that
you liked. It was one of the most successful AR promotions with people taking the paper watches home as

souvenirs.
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