20178tEE 2AQRE =W Y

L= A
== AA ZH% (2

AE 1)

Ok

of

-
D

b0
<

=
ol

-

ol

ok
w:

KD
my

ol
IH

oL

~J

b0

oJ
o

Ui

Al

& 00
- 1]}
= O
HL.H o
Ny <
Ul Ul
I o]
= I
5 0|
0l o]
ol o
io) g
= S
W oy
l oK
S =]
= ® o
2w W
< W o
oT S ul
<l o B0
= D 100
w S W
0 5 0
&W 0y I
5 o) =
mu_ ML ol
ol &l .D.H_
m < W

=
ioll
X0
Rr

ol
ol

-

ol

-

ol

-

ol

L.

ol

o ¢ of &} off o =@

1/4



[1-3] the 22 93 T3] §halo.

[7H AE4 edFos Al 74 246 71xste] Ayshs WiH &2 ol2olth. A, seFds dET &4 7HA
7b s o Aol oEdTE AdFooltt. FF 2 A ow Aol ofsto] Mty ofd Aow ddkdn. =4, I
o 2¥E HUtE v Fd3 Ve 2 o] A3t S, ARt hed @E Folrh ol =

Waho] el o wol AFVLE AW AFo Hrl, Y HF FFLS A e Ao IS AEa
S 4 AT PR ¥ ANT 0 AR ABE B FA FAF A0E PFIuE
2 w7 guun o Fess gk 1A T AP 482 nud 9 024 1 Fo)
& e F ol FYFA AFH FHFY e AL wolFh
ool vstel WAL Ak A AAH BAE FUFAb qu oo Ade wAsE
= A0l oE S0 A9 Al 2458 ABet FATIA WA A% A AW Be 250
o9 vehs BEdta e et A Ad @ Alwe] Aw Bel @ gL Ashl el
A B WA ek A FASE F Ave 252 o oA £33 AHE opld
BYl #ad & e ARl A% FAS HA % = QA FAaA @e
FolA] AFH FEFIx
| B B AES B A o
It olgle WS FAsE A
A e}

N
oN 817 iﬂ
RN
o N B
e
re
ol
1
I
ol

B
)u}
A=)
o

=

oz —r rf mx My
s

N
o o ¢

fr b 3 M mY o r

f
A
N
1o
D3
BEREY
kg

ox, L
o

nj

)

el

ol

ol
S,
o

ox

i

o,
ol
oo o g g
Y
o
L
1o,
ofe
i
o
2
tio
_[

N
vy
i)
[0 o rlo o

oo e
PR

o Mo Mo & 4y lo

=

3)
B & AEehe

| £ AsleE dve] mEHE. 2d4 3B o ol

wEa a0 whe A5HES A AFL ARt ol g U ot TR
t}

RN a
N,
1

(4] 23} wasteld Aaae] Ae was 4529 T olgo] IS olFolok k. AaEe T olgol@ A%
A2 AE A ATl ALARY o] GolE ARES AFEA ol g AL FAY v U B
Aol AREe 4 o] g og Folo] FYA. UAY BHNNE A4ES ALT FAA BAL 5 A3 &
oA AT = ATk weA] ALEo] AL o] A FHAEAA olH AHE
Av OAdsE A4E 0§ WAL T ool WFe] =i RAAA Arait d od Nz
A Af g BAZ dxds] A% AR Sy TANoT 48T & Ut A4E FAW o T4
A ez AARAY agstel ALAAe] Bt QoE A4S TS 8T F A o] F3

Aot

AAE o] gatso] Al gk EQbhs s =xvke HellA AXEY A o] & e Awe} T AAHES
& AEQle]l FES WAl gtk of AU AFAAE0] AN Azl dAF o] & sF 1S FAEA o]
SAEAA FRE e AS TEH T AFEolE AEAA AFdS dASA da BFETF LR A
stabal FAes AFEEI e, o] NS BA= AMES VIEHoR Al Bl Ads 3. A
FoAzE2 Azraatel o] 845 ALA] Fols T3 AFEA 8T F A= A= & MAE gdisie
=g, o5 Azl TR FAAEW uAd Az oge] FAstHL 1 Ay AHYle] s FejHelu
S AR o) Aol & Aozt ot Iy Al Fold Azes ol w FE&E WHE Hoid 45
HA Ads A Sl

g b A4S 7 AR R o o8 AREY w4 Adde] itEd AREs FxdEes AHEY E
717F AA #AaE Aolgtal s-H Pt olgL AdHor & Jhed AFEol o8 Hel o&AER JilE o
A dval Y. E gAY @A = AR AlE dAp go] s AFE] AT o8 s HER
Add Favk gllva Eu o5 AREY] i A AdE 34 o & AR i ARAAE] AT
A7k afpta glermz olg AAshs Aol e3le wold ¥ kgl drka Tt

[ El&Tel T2 Uas A 2715,
“aTzh el Ak, 171E e s FATE §la, S e sy Al skl ) 7
& A Ay FRChA T MEEa GeetA] etk 2 @ A& dE ok 4 gl
DO 7hle & STl vhgte] WA Ro] Fa Fde]l = o] "ok xuivt Ve n Fe A, gl
slo] dob ol A Fe gl Aol Aol AHFERY) Abeldl Al "k o= AF8] Ad gy A58 fHg
A& FEAT dojRH, ade R olF 24 ¥Es dy wurt SoteA = AL F& AR
sty F&ol BElE,

Q. A =%
=gl =9 WA

\a)

“ofof, = AZFekA] Fek=Th thl Al vhgolst vgAtal Fopwdol dA ] floiM, Hed x5 wtoed
sl ofA =&shA wan, @3k Aol Astd "M FH e Ak 2 Fedsd 24t 24 A
AARE, Bjds] oA et Hw RtEA] WEste] JH R Aol ol2A 2 Aoy, o] ek 7 el Ak
F 2AGANY, G H dop Aam WEeA] o= Aot

st W vl olgAY Wuys Aolet dAT Ut glolA, A dFHor FASHE 2 FAZE HEA 7]&0
AA H= AGelzh 2 o= Fork VoA o, FHAALE JPHALE A WE 2 ke HE AA 4EE A
Hollop 71&A] ot W wje] H& A71A HY, okl FFol AAA Eokivta 5 oA AL W s B
2 oAHA & A=

T QAR AFel® she] A =o)L, ddold kel A npgtoltt, BAAGE W @ Fol of53] L 7t
o WA ek Aol vhAl 24 F Hol vt gy H= 2 24 9ol W de= A Zuk uizh wjelA AdA g
A AHES By, 98 S YuA O g AgekA ke, S4S vEA FeuA o 8 ek o
7b 9 WA AL oA = A7 B &2 oA o] & FflehA] Fal kel s HEstt ah=7k”

) olgtoixtriiotm 2/4



20178MdE 2A|2X =Ny CIZAIE |

(3] F27h, ARA FAR B, Are & F Qi 9 FAL AAE AFS B £ Qe Aol 49 S
A Abe) AL AES Adsns) B 4 Arke Aol AR Folg7kA Stk FIRCERHD IAREE(HE
EHKED>) SR A vheS Tlgel WAt G olf, v RE A7UE FA R Tu ni,

& U = a9 So7 507 BAak

% Fo AHl= gglo]l Ao olddl EHfIH. A2 Ee AMA HE BE2 oRE, 7R vhyeke] vt

T oolAl i ofF3tetA & xekrh 1 EF Ale(frr)E 3 W glol A =9 vk A 59 H3el. A ¢

A ASE, A AT AN 2. Aleh SH ek 28 B HoluM (=i E B o] 2" AF At &
24 vEo] We AEGy

lo

B& ohel 2otk St @A W9l gtk ol Avish WFel> $3h of

A S mhedel ANAA e FWES A R AEL st Foo o2t Horh dAw, 4d a7

A 204719 ARG A THed @ AFOR FIE eAd AZe F bE A Aok SloFd g 2ol
= ot odelol] T AR e o2 e F o ALHAL Aeldn G¥stn Atk Ao FolA
$eE Ao e BobE gk,

A B vlgolt e RTES BYG w5 U B4 BEUT T Y SH St A Aol
glol U3, & Y B glo] wAh TS 9% AAA, otz b= AAAE BE A

AEee Stk b FHAZGEEIDolEE FolA Aol AR Holu Belg o Se] FEahe] 275
oAt AAE Fol FEE 244 g A d Toe AFAHn A4S Bu dvk 1 ARe 0%
S o8 fEstt

[7}] 1 grew up listening to my Chinese mother whose English is grammatically incorrect. Some people say they
don’t understand my mother’s English and even describe it as “broken.” This makes it sound as if it needs
to be fixed. I've also heard other terms used for her English, such as “limited” English. Actually, when I was
young, my mother’s “limited” English limited my view of her. There were times when [ was ashamed of her
English. Because she did not express her thoughts perfectly, I considered her thoughts imperfect. I had
plenty of evidence to support that idea. People in stores did not give her good service, pretending not to
understand her or even acting as if they did not hear her.

[ have been thinking lately about my mother’s English. Some of my friends tell me they understand 50
percent of what my mother says. Some say they understand 80 to 90 percent. Some say they understand
none of it as if she were speaking Chinese. To me, however, my mother’s English is perfectly clear and
natural. It is my mother tongue. It is the language that helped shape the way I saw things, expressed things
and made sense of the world as a writer. For example, people might come up with “nightfall” or “dusk”
when they are asked to describe the word “sunset.” However, my imaginative mother tongue allowed me to
see a burst of colors against a dark sky, the moon rising, and the lowering of a curtain of stars whenever I
heard the word.

When 1 first started writing fiction, I used wittily crafted sentences that would finally prove I had mastery
over the English language. However, I later started to consider who the readers of my stories would be.
The reader I decided upon as a model was my mother. With her in mind, [ began to write stories using all
the “Englishes” [ grew up with: the simple English I spoke to my mother, the “broken” English she used
with me, and what [ imagined would be her meaning if she could speak in perfect English. I wanted to
reveal what language ability tests could never find out: her observations and insights. I knew [ had
succeeded when my mother finished reading my book and said, “So easy to read.”
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