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English is increasingly being used as a second language. In several parts of the world, for example,
ongoing changes are occurring in the status of English. In many countries where English has been
traditionally learned and used as a foreign language, such as Argentina, Denmark, Sweden, and
Switzerland, the use of English for international communication is greatly increasing. As a result, more
and more people are using English as a second language, not as a foreign language. These countries
can thus be regarded as in the process of shifting towards second language status.

Since English is becoming more commonly used as a second language, World Englishes have evolved
in different parts of the world. The term ‘World Englishes’ refers to the varieties of English that have
developed around the world. When English is used as a second language, people usually develop distinct
forms of English. The forms tend to be a little bit different from the kinds of English spoken in the first
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language countries. Instead, they reflect local culture and languages used alongside English. The
plurality in Englishes means that people recognize the existence of distinct varieties of English. People
also recognize that to those who use English as a second language, English is now their language. They
express their own thoughts and feelings in English. The effects of World Englishes are far-reaching.
First language speakers may no longer serve as the center of authority as far as English is concerned.
Their literature and television may not be the only source of English language culture any more. Local
varieties of English and local culture can also offer useful resources regarding English.
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