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Despite unresolved safety issues on genetically modified (GM) crops and the foods derived from them, their advantages are
undeniable. A recent report, after reviewing 147 relevant studies, concluded that GM crops have allowed an average increase
in agricultural yield by 22 percent and increased farmers’ profits by 68 percent, with profit margins even larger in developing
countries. Another report indicates that between 1996 and 2015, GM crops increased global production by 357 million tons
of corn and 180 million tons of soybean. In addition, the report mentions that GM crops significantly reduced the use of
agricultural land due to this higher productivity. In 2015 alone they prevented almost 20 million hectares from being used for
agricultural purposes, thus reducing the environmental impact cultivating forests or wild lands. This is a great environmental
benefit derived from the higher agricultural yield.
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Interested in the Internet Real-name System’, Jimin began reading about the pros and cons of the system on SNS pages.
Jimin found the pros more interesting and responded only to the posts which support the system. As time went on, the
information about the cons of the system stopped appearing on his feed’, and Jimin has come to believe most people
support the system, mistakenly. How come Jimin ended up with such one-sided belief? Among other reasons, it is due to
filter bubble.

A filter bubble is an intellectual isolation which can capture you in a “bubble.” It occurs when websites use algorithms
to assume the information a user would want to see, and select information for the user according to this assumption.
Websites make these assumptions based on the user’s former browsing and search history. As users are selectively given
the information that agrees with their past activities, they get less contact with opposing viewpoints and become isolated
in a filter bubble.

* Internet Real-name System : QIE{LIlAITdR|
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Predicting how inventions and technological innovations will be used and how they will eventually influence society
is often very difficult. The history of technology is full of cases of inventors and innovators who had no idea of how
their inventions and innovations would ultimately be used or of the far-reaching effects that they would have on
society. These cases demonstrate that every new technology has not only known and expected positive effects but also
unknown and unforeseen positive effects. Powerful new technologies alter the social context in which they arise; they
change the structure of our interests and values; they change the ways in which we think and work, and they may even
change the nature of the communities in which we live. These cases of societal transformation testify to the importance
of technological creation.
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Even with the best of intentions, crowd-sourced* projects like Wikipedia suffer from an important but often neglected
distinction between laypeople and professionals: volunteers do what they like at any given time, while professionals employ
their expertise every day. A hobby is not the same thing as a career. As a saying attributed to the British writer Alastair
Cooke goes, “Professionals are people who can do their best work when they don'’t feel like it.” The enthusiasm of interested
amateurs is not a consistent substitute for the judgment of experts. Wikipedia’s initial efforts did not ensure reliability, which
is exactly what might have been expected from a group homework project.
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