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Predicting how inventions and technological innovations will be used and how
they will eventually influence society is often very difficult. The history of
technology is full of cases of inventors and innovators who had no idea of how
their inventions and innovations would ultimately be used or of the far-reaching
effects that they would have on society. These cases demonstrate that every new
technology has not only known and expected positive effects but also unknown
and unforeseen positive effects. Powerful new technologies alter the social
context in which they arise; they change the structure of our interests and
values; they change the ways in which we think and work, and they may even
change the nature of the communities in which we live. These cases of societal

transformation testify to the importance of technological creation.
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