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approach was to look for one, all-purpose epistemic* virtue for the political domain. We lack a
word in our vocabulary that picks out a distinctive political expertise—a ftechnex* for modern
democracy. This is no accident. The model of an agency relationship gets its purchase from its
ability to divide up cognitive labor—to permit knowledge specialization by political actors. You
could spend all your life informing yourself about any given subdomain of the modern bureaucratic
state. To avoid this overload, democratic citizens take out periodic loans. They transfer their
decision—making authority to agents who bear their decisional costs, by contracting out some of
their obligations. This drastically reduces the political reasoning that they must engage in on a

daily basis. The freedom that in this form of agency offers should not be downplayed.
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Aristotle conceived of democracy as a ruling partnership among relative equals. The ancient

*epistemic: 2] 22,  #xxtechne: (XA AAZAML]) 714
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